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herbs. This statue was erected in that corner, because
there Cosmo was first saluted with the news of Sienna
being taken.

Near this is the famous  Palazzo di Strozzi, a princely                             |

piece of architecture, in a rustic manner.    The Palace of                             ^

Pitti was built by that family, but of late greatly beau-
tified by Cosmo with huge square stones of the Doric,
Ionic, and the Corinthian orders, with a terrace at each                             i

side having rustic uncut balustrades, with a fountain that                              ]

ends in a cascade seen from the great gate, and so form-                              J

ing a vista to the gardens.    Nothing is more admirable                              ;

than the vacant staircase, marbles, statues, urns, pictures,
court, grotto, and waterworks. In the quadrangle is a                              '

huge jetto of water in a volto of four faces, with noble                              j

statues at each square, especially the Diana of porphyry                              |

above the grotto.    We were here shown a prodigious                              :

great loadstone.                                                                                                 j

The garden has every variety, hills, dales, rocks, groves,                              ;>

aviaries, vivaries, fountains, especially one of five jettos,                              |

the middle basin being one of the longest stones I ever
saw. Here is everything to make such a Paradise de-
lightful. In the garden I saw a rose grafted on an orange

tree.    There was   much  topiary-work,   and  columns in

architecture about the hedges.    The Duke has added an                               I

ample laboratory, over against which stands a fort on a                         '      ,

hill, where  they told us  his treasure  is  kept.     In  this

Palace the Duke ordinarily resides, living with his Swiss                               \

guards, after the  frugal  Italian  way, and even  selling

what he can spare of his wines, at the cellar under his

very house, wicker bottles  dangling over even the chief

entrance into the palace, serving for a vintner's bush.
In the Church of Santo Spirito the altar and reliquary

are .most rich, and full of precious stones; there are four

pillars of a kind of serpentine, and some of blue.    Hence

we went to another Palace of the Duke's, called Palazzo

Vecchio, before  which is a statue of David, by Michael

Angelo, and one of Hercules, killing Cacus, the work of

Baccio Bandinelli.    The quadrangle about this is of the

Corinthian order, and in the hall are many rare marbles,

as those of Leo X. and Clement VIL, both Popes of the

Medicean family; also the acts of Cosmo, in rare paint-
ing.   In  the  chapel is kept   (as they would  make one

believe) the original Gospel of St. John, written with his